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Abstract

In recent decades, contemporary architecture has seen
developments that move beyond traditional design and respond to
cultural and social concepts. Two prominent examples of these
developments are the CCTV building in Beijing and the World
Trade Center Memorial Square in New York. With its disruptive
design and complex geometry, the CCTV Building is a symbol of
China's futuristic architecture, reflecting the country's media
influences and technological advances. The World Trade Center
Memorial Square also uses empty space to represent the loss and
emotional impact of the September 11 attacks. By analyzing these
two projects from the perspective of David Bidney's theory, this
research examines myths and cultural symbols in contemporary
architecture. The research method is qualitative, using descriptive
and comparative analysis, and its purpose is to understand the
relationship between architecture, culture and history. The results
show that these two works, using symbolism and mythology, are
able to recreate cultural and social concepts in the heart of modern
architecture and act as emerging myths in their societies.

Key Words: Mythological criticism, semiotics,
CCTV, Rem Koolhaas, Peter Eisenman
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